
Moving from article to summary: Purpose, how they did the study and what was found. 

 

Narrative interpretation  Article information 

 
From introduction: Purpose of the study (may 
include hypothesis) 
 
Identifying a lack of research on dating 
violence among high –risk adolescents Chase, 
Treboux, and O’Leary (2002) were interested 
in the factors that may contribute to dating 
violence.  Factors of interest included behavior 
problems, psychological adjustment and 
relationships with parents. 
 

 

 

How they did the study: Participants-sample 
 
 
Eight-nine adolescents 58 males and 31 
females) recruited from a high school dropout 
prevention program completed a series of 
questionnaires.  Most participants identified 
as Caucasian followed by African American 
and were approximately 16 years of age. 

 



Adolescents were paid $20.00 to complete the 
survey. 
 

 
How they did the study: Measures – 
operational definitions of constructs 
 
Based on a questionnaire asking how often in 
the past 12 months, they had engaged in 
aggression against their current or most 
recent dating partners, they were either 
labeled as Dating Violent (DV) or Non-Dating 
Violent (NDV).  Aggressive behaviors ranged 
from low level aggression such as pushing, 
grabbing, to moderately severe behaviors 
including slapping, kicking and biting to severe 
behaviors such as  chocking, beating up  and 
threatening with a knife.  A third of the males 
were classified as dating violent; twice as 
many females were considered dating violent. 

Measures 
 

 



Chase et al. defined behavior problems as 
aggression towards peers including friends, 
non-friends, and previous partners and 
substance use.  To measure substance use, 
adolescents indicated the age at which they 
started using substances and how often they 
used the substance in the past 12 months. 
Substances included alcohol, marijuana and 
hard drugs such as cocaine, opiates. 

 
Mental health or psychological adjustment 
was measured with respect to internalizing 
and externalizing behaviors, depression, 
number of stressful life events (e.g, problems 
at school, parents’ separation)  and feelings of 
stress (e.g., feeling overwhelmed, keyed up).  
Reports of withdrawal, health complaints and 
anxiety are examples of internalizing 
behaviors.  In contrast, externalizing behaviors 
may include hostility, delinquency and 
hyperactivity 

 



Finally, participants rated the degree to which 
they say their parents as involved,  caring,  
supportive and strict.  

 
What they found: Discussion (and results if you 
feel comfortable understanding their results 
section) 
 
 
Results suggested differences between males 
and females.  As indicated previously, a 
greater proportion of females than males 
were considered dating aggressive.  For males, 
dating violence was related to starting drugs 
at an early age and increased marijuana use.   
In addition, dating violent males were more 
likely to report more externalizing behavior 
problems and, most importantly, aggression in 
past dating relationships than non-dating 
violent adolescents.  
 

 

In contrast, high risk females who were 
aggressive in their dating relationships were 
more likely to be withdrawn, suffer from 
anxiety and depression (i.e., internalizing 
problems) and reported poorer parental care, 
support and supervision. 
 
See  next page for full summary 

 



As is should appear in your paper 
 

Identifying a lack of research on dating violence among high –risk adolescents Chase, Treboux, and 
O’Leary (2002) were interested in the factors that may contribute to dating violence.  Factors of interest 
included behavior problems, psychological adjustment and relationships with parents. Chase et al. recruited 89 
adolescents (58 males and 31 females) from a high school dropout prevention program.   Most participants 
identified as Caucasian followed by African American and were approximately 16 years of age. Adolescents 
were paid $20.00 to participate in the study which consisted of completing of a number of questionnaires.   

Based on a survey asking adolescent to report how often in the past 12 months they had engaged in 
aggression against their current or most recent dating partners, adolescents were either labeled as Dating 
Violent (DV) or Non-Dating Violent (NDV).  Aggressive behaviors ranged from low level aggression such as 
pushing, grabbing, to moderately severe behaviors including slapping, kicking and biting to severe behaviors 
such as  chocking, beating up  and threatening with a knife.  A third of the males were classified as dating 
violent; twice as many females were considered dating violent. 

 Chase et al. defined behavior problems as aggression towards peers including friends, non-friends, and 
previous partners and substance use.  To measure substance use, adolescents indicated the age at which they 
started using substances and how often they used the substance in the past 12 months. Substances included 
alcohol, marijuana and hard drugs such as cocaine, opiates.  The measure of peer aggression was similar to the 
measure of dating aggression. 

Mental health or psychological adjustment was measured with respect to internalizing and externalizing 
behaviors, depression, number of stressful life events (e.g, problems at school, parents’ separation)  and feelings 
of stress (e.g., feeling overwhelmed, keyed up).  Reports of withdrawal, health complaints and anxiety are 
examples of internalizing behaviors.  In contrast, externalizing behaviors may include hostility, delinquency and 
hyperactivity. Finally, participants rated the degree to which they say their parents as involved,  caring,  
supportive and strict. 

Results suggested differences between males and females.  As indicated previously, a greater proportion 
of females than males were considered dating aggressive.  For males, dating violence was related to starting 
drugs at an early age and increased marijuana use.   In addition, dating violent males were more likely to report 
more externalizing behavior problems and, most importantly, aggression in past dating relationships than non-
dating violent adolescents. In contrast, high risk females who were aggressive in their dating relationships were 
more likely to be withdrawn, suffer from anxiety and depression (i.e., internalizing problems) and reported 
poorer parental care, support and supervision. 

 

 


